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REMARKS 

This is intended as a full and complete response to the Office Action dated July 
30, 2003, having a shortened statutory period for response set to expire on November 
30, 2003. Please reconsider the claims pending in the application for reasons 
discussed below. 

Claims 1 - 58 are pending in the application. Claims 1 - 32, 34, 42, and 47 have 
been cancelled by the Applicant, and new claims 59 - 63 have been added to the 
application. Claims 33 - 58 stand rejected, and claims 42 - 43 and 55 - 56 have been 
indicated to be allowable by the Examiner if incorporated into the independent claim 
from which these claims depend, including any intervening claims. Reconsideration of 
the rejected claims is requested for reasons presented below. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner has restricted the claims to one of the following 
Groups under 35 U.S.C. § 121 : 

Group I. Claims 1 - 32, drawn to an apparatus, classified in class 204, 

subclass 242; and 

Group II. Claims 33 - 58, drawn to a method, classified in class 205, 
subclass 102. 

In response to the Examiner's restriction, Applicant's hereby elect claims 33 - 58 
(Group II) for prosecution. Accordingly, Applicants have cancelled claims 1 - 32 from 
consideration in this response. 

The Examiner has objected to the abstract of the disclosure for not describing the 
claimed invention in view of the above noted restriction and election. In accordance 
with 37 CFR 1.72, Applicants have amended the abstract (as shown above) to remove 
the language referring to the apparatus. Reconsideration of the objection is requested. 

The Examiner objected to claim 35 for informalities. Applicants have corrected 
these informalities via the above noted amendments, and as such, reconsideration of 
the objection is requested. 

Claims 33 - 41 , 44 - 54, and 57 - 58 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Collins (U.S. 2003/0038036). Further, claims 42 - 43 and 55 - 56 
stand objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, however, the 
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Examiner has indicated that these claims would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form, including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. In 
response to the rejection, Applicants have amended independent claims 33 and 46 to 
include the limitations recited in claims 42 and 55, along with the intervening claims. As 
such, reconsideration of claims 33 and 46, along with all claims depending therefrom, is 
respectfully requested. 

Additionally, Applicants submit that new claims 59 - 63 recite subject matter that 
is not taught or otherwise disclosed by the cited art. As such, allowance of claims 59 - 
63 is respectfully requested. 

In conclusion, the references cited by the Examiner, alone or in combination, do 
not teach, show, or suggest the invention as claimed. 

The secondary references made of record are noted. However, it is believed that 
the secondary references are no more pertinent to the Applicant's disclosure than the 
primary references cited in the office action. Therefore, Applicant believes that a 
detailed discussion of the secondary references is not necessary for a full and complete 
response to this office action. 

Having addressed all issues set out in the office action, Applicant respectfully 
submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and respectfully request that the 
claims be allowed. 



N. Alexander Nolte 
Registration No. 45,689 
Moser, Patterson & Sheridan, L.L.P. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713)623-4846 
Agent for Applicant(s) 
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